But while that may be admitted, it is undeniable that in this department also much abuse exists. The parish of St. Pancras managed, during the two last years of the decade, to reduce the grants of medical relief by 46 per cent., by merely insisting on the applicants attending before the relief committee. It would be interesting to know how many actually went before the committee and were refused, and how many would not take the trouble of attending at all. Indoor medical relief accounts for a large increase both in the numbers of the indoor poor and of the expense of relieving them. But this is almost wholly a good thing.
Even as late as 1891, workhouse infirmaries left much to be desired.
In almost every point they/were inferior to the voluntary hospitals. They still suffer, as all compulsory institutions do, from a lack of public interest in them. They are less cheerful than hospitals, and not so well provided with those amenities which often make a stay in hospital a refining influence in the life of a patient. Still it may now be said that, in the metropolitan infirmaries, the patients are well looked after and properly nursed, and in the present condition of the voluntary system they cannot be dispensed with. There has also been a great improvement in the matter of isolation hospitals, the condition of which both as regards accommodation and administration formerly often deserved the severest criticism.
The growing regard for public health has led to a determination to isolate all infectious cases where it cannot be shown that there is adequate provision for nursing them at home, and this has led to a great but justifiable expense, of which the full benefit cannot yet be known. Some people might protest against the steadily increasing size of the salary list. In 1871, before poor-law matters had aroused much public interest, the proportionate expense of salaries compared with the total expenditure was not 10 per cent., now it is 23. It certainly seems, at the first glance, a thing to be regretted that nearly a quarter of the money raised by the rates should go in administration expenditure, but there can be no doubt that there has been a great increase in the efficiency of all poor-law officials of late years. This is especially true of those who have to deal with the sick, but in all departments there is shown more care in dealing with cases, and a more determined attempt to prevent the development of a race of hereditary paupers. If the employment of a greater number of officials and paying them higher salaries, produced this result, the increase in that item needs no apology.
